THE   RISE   OF   ITALIAN   FASCISM
for most in politics and in the Italian nation to-day. We
may pride ourselves on the present situation. Until a few
days ago we hesitated, but you feel, as I do, that during
the last twenty-four hours all hesitations have vanished and
given way to a firm and clear determination which must
and will conquer. How are we going to obtain Victory ?
A full congress is no place for such a discussion, nor is the
secret committee with its more than seventy members. We
need only look at each other to understand, and I think
that we do already fully understand.' And as the discus-
sions still went on Bianchi interrupted, shouting : c Fascists,
it is raining in Naples ; why are you still here ? ' The
next day, however, the discussions still went on. Resolu-
tions were passed on various questions, but without settling
them, for quite soon they had to be faced again when the
party was in power. For instance, on the electoral question
Grandi remarked : c The political officials no longer count ;
they -have delegated their powers to the general staff.
To-day there is no need of discussion, but only of obedience.5
Dudan's report on foreign policy provoked a short discussion,
during which a member of the congress, after demanding
a solution of the problem of the Italians in Tunisia and
rejoicing that c international chaos is favourable to our
cause, since we can hope for a revision of treaties and an
improvement in our position ', advised prudence, on the
grounds thatc a party which finds itself on the eve of occupy-
ing the Consulta does well to promise nothing '.
In Rome government circles had followed events in
Naples with mixed feelings. Those who had feared that
the fascist squads would inarch straight on the capital were
reassured. Those who had hoped for incidents which might
lead to vigorous repressive measures were disappointed.
But Mussolini's speeches, his threats and his allusions drove
the Facta cabinet into an intolerable position. They had
to make some decision, and it was no longer possible to wait
until November 7 and the reassembly of the Chamber.
The right wing were on the look-out and decided to pre-
cipitate the crisis and make any Giolitti coalition impossible.
At the request of the fascist deputies, De Vecchi and Grandi,
Salandra invited Facta to resign. He hesitated, so the